THE WAVE 3 SAMPLE 

Because of budgetary constraints, only a subset of NSFH1 respondents was selected for re-interview. The NSFH3 sample of main respondents included:

1) NSFH1 main respondents who had a focal child eligible for an NSFH3 interview.  Focal child eligible for wave 3 were those who had been eligible for wave 2.  These young adults were ages 18-34 at wave 3, 10-24 at wave 2, and 5-18 at wave 1. 

2) NSFH1 main respondents who were ages 45 and older by January 1, 2001—in mid and later life.  Thus, the wave 3 sample does not include NSFH1 respondents who were under age 45 if they did not have an eligible focal child.  

For both samples, if the selected main respondent had a spouse or partner at time1, that spouse or partner was also selected for a time 3 interview.  The wave 3 sample did not include new spouses or partners at either NSFH2 or NSFH3.  Interviews were attempted with eligible main respondents, spouses, and focal children even if they were not interviewed at NSFH2.

Proxy Interviews

A proxy interview was attempted when a main respondent was deceased or too ill to be interviewed at time 3, unless they had an NSFH1 spouse/partner.  If there was to be an interview with a spouse/partner, this interview would cover the proxy questions about the main respondents’ death or illness as part of a more extensive series on this topic.  There were two exceptions.  Proxy interviews were sought if the NSFH1 spouse/partner was deceased or too ill to be interviewed, or if the couple was not together at time 2.  A proxy was needed in the latter case because the NSFH3 spouse interview asked about experiences since wave 2, and hence any questions on spousal death or illness would not be about the main respondent.  Proxy interviews for main respondents were not sought in the event that a spouse/partner refused the wave 3 interview or could otherwise not be interviewed.  Proxy interviews were only required for main respondents; no proxy was sought for deceased or too ill spouse/partners or focal children. 

